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Introduction
The compilation and development of the National Inventories was the first attempt to inform about material being 
maintained in ex situ collections in the European countries. In moving from the passport data towards mobilization of 
characterization and evaluation data, EURISCO focuses on developing the full infrastructure, architecture, to further enable 
a fully functional network of National Inventories to serve the needs of all users.
Challenges:
The primary challenge for the EURISCO is to 
meet the requirements of all data providers 
and users through the increasing and 
enhancement of:
•
 
content
•
 
quality & quantity 
•
 
sharing mechanism 
•
 
capacity building
•
 
access and visibility 
•
 
new data types -
 
characterization 
and evaluation data
Strategy
The design of a distributed architecture 
empowers countries and institutes, through 
their NI and NFP, to fully contribute for data 
gathering, sharing and promote the use of the 
over one million accessions of biodiversity 
data. Such an architecture provides the 
appropriate mechanism for making data from 
institutions and collections, as well as 
individuals, publically available and shared 
through the EURISCO network.
Outreach
Providing users with a wide range of 
sustainable possibilities that increase their 
ability to identify and access relevant 
biodiversity data maintained in the European 
genebanks
 
and collections, through the 
EURISCO network, using agreed international 
standards.
EURISCO data flow
National Inventories
 
gather data 
to address important issues:
•
 
Planning 
•
 
Setting strategies 
•
 
Decision-making 
•
 
National and international 
commitments
The National Focal Point (NFP)
 
is 
the person responsible for the 
compilation, accuracy, harmonization 
and uploading of the NI in the 
EURISCO.
Geographical origin of food legumes, root 
and tubers and vegetables germplasm 
maintained in European genebanks
Food legumes
Root and tubers
Vegetables
Genebanks’
 
contribution for information on plant genetic 
resources for food and agriculture to EURISCO facilitates the 
studies on:
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Climate change; 
•
 
Crop adaptability and suitability;
•
 
Agricultural systems approach to 
changes;
•
 
Breeding;
•
 
Pollination, etc  
Identification of collecting sites through 
geo-reference data
National Inventories                      
Genebanks
Country sources
Wild species
Breeding/research material          
Traditional cultivars/landraces
Improved cultivars
International Treaty (MLS)            
Species
Genera
Geo-references, etc
Total
 
1,082,024 accessions                          (June 2010)
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41 Countries
313 
217
102,736 accessions
158,245 accessions
267,242 accessions
199,680 accessions
>185,000 accessions                        
>35,200 
> 5,400  
